The Superpowers and the Middle East
effective measures to stop the aggressor.9 The Security Council
met soon after the Israeli action and censured her.10 The U.S.
government not only supported this move, but also airlifted
several million dollars worth of defensive weapons and equip-
ment to Jordan in order to bolster the internal position of King
Hussein who was threatened with deposition by the militant
groups within Jordan. It was also intended to preclude the need
for Jordan to turn to the Soviet Union for arms. It might be
noted here that through West Germany, the United States had
also supplied Israel substantial quantity of arms in 1965, and
in February 1966, she had shipped directly to Israel 200 Patton
tanks.21
Despite Israel's '"warning" action against Jordan and her
efforts to seal her frontiers against Al Fatah raids, by the middle
of January 1967, border incidents and infiltrations by Arab
commandos began to occur again with increasing frequency
and the Syrian-Israeli frontier onoe again became the scene of
a series of incidents. On April 7, 1967, one of the most serious
military clashes took place on the Syria-Israel border as a dis-
pute over ploughing rights in the demilitarized zone. Tanks,
mortars and artillery were involved and seven of Syria's most
modern Russian MIG fighters were shot down by Israeli planes.
Egypt, despite her defence pact with Syria, made no move. The
o Ibid., 16 November 1966,
*« U.N, Doc. S/7598.
l* In 1965, the United States permitted the transfer of some American
manufactured military hardware, tanks in particular, by the West German
government to Israel. Shortly afterwards, the Bonn government felt
compelled to cut off military aid to Israel in order to forestall the official
recognition of Communist East Germany by the UAR. Under the cir-
cumstances, Israel appealed to the United States for direct military assis-
tance especially in view of the arms supplied by the Soviet Union to
Syria, Iraq and the UAR. This situation necessitated a shift in United
States' policy and she sold tanks to Israel directly in February 1966.
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